The health status of workers who decline employer-sponsored insurance.
This paper uses data from the 1997 National Health Interview Survey to compare workers who decline employers' offers of health insurance (decliners) with comparison groups of workers who take up offers of employer coverage and those who do not have such offers. Uninsured decliners fare much worse than coverage takers on every mental health measure. While the evidence on physical health measures is somewhat mixed, decliners who are not healthy appear to have greater difficulty obtaining needed services than do workers who take up employer coverage, although decliners tend to have somewhat better access than do the uninsured who are not offered such coverage.